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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th September 2017 in the Council 

Chambers of the War Memorial Institute.  

Present; Cllrs P. James, L. Pace-Avery, P. Lambkin, A. Jones, L. Voss , R. Hughes, T. Van Rees, J. Rowlands. 

Visiting Speaker; Mr. G. Davies Planning Officer for Powys County Council 

In Attendance: Mrs Lynn E Ball Clerk and RFO 

1. Apologies for Absence; Cllrs., J Davies, E. Lake , S. Jones 

2. Declarations of  Interest:  Cllr L. Voss declared an interest if the issue of the Mast at Ty Cae Mawr 

were to be raised. 

3. Minutes from the July meeting: The minutes of the July meeting were duly considered. An 

amendment at point 11 ( the  line under “Action”) was requested by Cllr Pace -Avery. Where the line 

reads “She also informed members that the paid Librarian “Lesley” would be finishing” request to 

change this to “that the paid librarian “Lesley would be having her hours reduced.” This was agreed by 

members. The minutes were proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T Van Rees and Seconded by Cllr 

L. Pace-Avery.  

Cllr James welcomed Mr G Davies from the Planning Department of Powys County Council to the meeting 
and began by outlining the Town Council’s position regarding the frustration felt in trying to resolve the issue 
of the “Snack Attack” property which has been on the Agenda for some years and is still not resolved to the 
satisfaction of the Council. 
Mr Davies apologised to the Town council for the length of time that this issue has been ongoing and cited 
reasons for the delays. He pointed out that under staffing pressures the statutory requirements of having to 
deal with a backlog of planning applications was a priority and that. enforcement notices, not being a 
statutory obligation were put on the back burner. 
He outlined, from the Planning perspective, the history of communication with the applicant who said that the 
original frontage of the premises was dangerous and rotten and needed to be removed. This point was hotly 
contested by members of the Council. He went on to say that two enforcement notices had been served on 
the owner, one to clarify that there had been no change of use of the premises, which would have required a 
planning application, and the second, to replace the frontage to its original state. Contact with the owner had 
proved to be extremely difficult and planning officers eventually had to physically and personal serve these 
notices in Newport. A retrospective planning application was received by the planning authorities but this 
was not accepted as certain information was missing. The owner then stated that the premises were being 
used as a shop and there had been no change of use.  
                     Mr Davies stated that until the Town Council can provide evidence that the premises are being 
used for something other than a shop then the planning authority was powerless to do anything else. He 
stated that the enforcement notice was now closed.  
A heated dialogue ensued as to the role of Powys County Council officers. These officers are paid members, 
whose job it is to pursue these issues. It was felt that it  is not the responsibility of  Town Council members, 
who are volunteer members, and  hold down other jobs to gather this evidence for the planning Authority. 
The question was raised about the possibility of the authority gaining access to the building to find out what 
exactly is going on inside as there were strong feeling amongst Councillors that the premises were being 
turned into flats. Mr Davies repeated that until there is evidence that the premises are being used for 
something other than a shop then they have to assume that it is still a shop and no action can be taken, 
even though members were vociferous in stating that the premises are currently empty and looking an 
eyesore in the Town. 
Members were appalled that that the planning authority seems to be powerless in this matter and felt that 
whilst builders generally were being required to abide by stringent building controls there appeared to be no 
stringency in dealing with issues of alterations to buildings by apparent amateurs. 
                   Mr Davies reiterated that he could only work in line with the policies within the planning authority 
and when questioned as to where these policies came form he referred back to the Powys Unitary 
Development Plan and the LDP which all council were consulted on and feeds into the UDP. 
                    Cllr Van Res felt it important to clarify what the building was used for and urged Mr Davies to 
use the power of entry so that this could be established and published for the public in the next set of 
minutes. Mr Davies felt the best way forward was to serve a “planning contravention notice” on the owner . 
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This is a legally binding document and the owner would have to state in the document what the building is 
being used for.  
The issue of shop frontage was debated at length. It was felt by the Planning Authority that the current 
frontage was not out of character. Once again this was hotly contested by members and the issue of shop 
frontage in Talgarth was raised where it appeared that it was policy not to change the look of the shop 
frontages. Mr Davies informed members that Talgarth was an exception because it was within the National 
Park. The question was raised as to whether the Cambrian Mountain Initiative gave us any status in 
Llanwrtyd to request the same restrictions. The answer was no. 
Cllr Van Rees voiced the opinion that should another notice be served it would require another officer to find 
and serve notice on the owner  and once again the Town Council would be at the mercy of planning 
bureaucracy. He  questioned whether the power of entry could be used without serving this notice.  
                  Mr Davies felt that the contravention notice was the best way forward as it was a legal document 
that the owner would have to comply with. He also stated that building control had visited the premises and 
had deemed the building safe -this was after Cllr Van Rees requested such a visit due to concerns that the 
building works undertaken appeared to be unstable. Mr Davies reassured members that there was no 
immediate danger. When questioned how long ago this took place Mr Davies responded -3months ago. 
The question was asked -how much longer will it be before the matter is resolved?  Mr Davies did not give a 
definitive answer but informed members that as a result of the meeting he would return and re-open the 
case with a view to serving a contravention notice on the owner. 
                 Other planning issues were raised regarding the industrial units as Mas y Dre   and it was made 
clear to Mr Davies how hard the town Council had worked to secure the units for industrial use only to have 
them sold off by the Welsh Assembly Government without any form of consultation or offer for the /town 
council themselves to procure them. Mr Davies could not comment on that particular point but did refer to 
the requirement for Powys to have a 5year housing supply. He also mentioned that in the new LDP there 
would be a policy to protect employment development and pointed out that Powys planning turned down the 
application which was overturned by Planning Inspectorate Wales after an appeal. When asked how often 
applications were overruled he stated that Powys have a 71% success rate. 
               The issue of access from the main A483 was also mentioned. Town Council objections have been 
submitted on the grounds of danger to the public and flat users on the alleyway. Mr Davies would consider 
this application further as a previous application had been refused. Cllr Van Rees in his capacity as County 
Councillor informed the meeting that he would “call in” this particular application. 
               In conclusion Cllr James thanked Mr Davies for his attendance at the meeting but stated that he 
was still not feeling comfortable with the way the planning at Powys operated. He stated that the Town 
Council wished to work constructively with the Planning department and hoped that the planning department 
could also work effectively for the Town Council as many issues in recent months has caused much angst 
within the Community. 
                     Mr Davies said he was very willing to attend any meeting with the Town Council in the future 
should they so wish. 
Mr Davies left the meeting at 8.15pm. 
 
Cllr Van Rees requested that he gave his feedback since he had to leave the meeting at 8:30pm. This was 
granted.  
Cllr Van Rees informed members that he had received an amended Transfer document which he had 
scrutinised. He was confident that the document was now sound and handed it to the Chair ,Cllr James , for 
further scrutiny and signing. 
He informed members tht he had received an e-mail from Ms T.Law  in planning regarding the closure of 
Ffos Road due to  pending work on the mast. Cllrs L. Voss and l. Pace Avery informed the meeting tht the 
Mast site had now moved by 10 metres and wondered if this negated the planning application. They also 
informed members that the contractors had dug three holes in an attempt to locate the electricity supply and 
had then  filled them in. There was  no notification to anyone of the change in position of the mast. 
Cllr Van Rees informed members that he had received and e-mail form planning regarding a site meeting at 
Dolwen Field . The Clerk confirmed that she had also had communication with “Isobel “ at planning with 
regard this issue.  
Cllr Van Rees left the meeting at 8:30pm 
4. Finance 

4.1 The July and August balance sheets were duly considered. The Clerk informed members that the 
second instalment of the precept had been received and that monies for the street market and 
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public toilet revenue had been deposited in the bank. The balance sheets were proposed as 
accurate records by Cllr A. Jones and was seconded by Cllr J. Rowlands. 

4.2 The Clerk presented a budget update to members. Although the current position is a Healthy one 
the Clerk informed members that year on year the margin  for a positive end of year account is 
narrowing. After due consideration the budget update was proposed as an accurate record by Cllr 
J. Rowlands and seconded by Cllr L.Voss. 

4.3 The Clerk informed members that a separate account needed to be opened to deposit monies 
raised for the Dolwen Field  project . Cllr Rowlands suggested opening a second current account . 
All members agreed. 

Action: Clerk to contact Bank to open second account. 
5. Feedback form Councillors 

Cllr A. Jones infirmed members that she would attend the next One Voice Wales meeting together with 
Cllr L. Voss. They would take the issue of overturning planning decisions to the meeting. 
Cllr Voss  informed members that the Mast’s position was moving . She informed members that she 
had sent an article, which was published in the Guardian newspaper, to Powys County Council. The 
article was asking for the categorisation (with regard to potential health risk) of masts to be altered. 
Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that she had written to Charlie Dimmock and her team at Garden 
Rescue with a view to support with the sensory garden since her two male colleagues come from 
Brecon. 
She informed members that she had had a meeting with PAVO regarding the volunteer data base. She 
briefly outlined the system , that she and Pat Dryden had been given a tablet to communicate with 
PAVO regarding volunteers. Due to pressure of time it was felt that this initiative needed further 
explanation and it was decided that the volunteer data base be an item on the agenda of the October 
meeting. 
She put forward the idea of booking a slot in the Community shop in Llandrindod to raise money for the 
project . Bookings are now being taken for 2019. 
Cllr J. Rowlands  informed members that he had had a response from the Welsh Government with 
regard to removing the brown signs for the Cambrian Factory. An agent for the trunk road agency would 
do the removal. 
He reported on a meeting about “wellness” that he had attended at the Metropole Hotel in Llandrindod 
Wells. Representatives of Green Events , the World Alternative Games and Community transport  in 
Llanwrtyd were also present at the meeting. The Town Champion in Llandrindod is to drive and deliver 
the plan. During the first year they have developed a “Brand”. Now they are embarking on a two year 
project to extend the Brand to outlying Towns of Llanwrtyd Wells , Llangammarch Wells and Builth 
Wells.The question was  put to  members whether we wanted to be part of it. It was suggested by Cllr 
Rowlands that the first point of consultation could be with the business community of Llanwrtyd to gauge 
their reaction to the initiative with the possibility to invite Llandrindod Wellness project officer to a 
subsequent meeting. Cllr James suggested that Cllr Rowlands take the lead in instigating this initial 
consultation and Cllr Rowlands agreed to do it. Cllr Rowlands also reported that three Welsh Ways were 
being launched., the North Wales Way, the Cambrian Way, and the Western Wales Way. 
Another meeting was planned for late November . 
Cllr Lambkin reported to members on the “Meet and Greet” event held in the Victoria Hall during which 
the Fulford family were available to answer questions about their plans for the development of Lofftwen. 
National resources Wales were present at the meeting as were representatives from Tlihill. Attendees 
were invited to fill in questionnaires and the general feeling was one of support for the plan. 
              After an alleged report of a Councillor making inappropriate comments he reminded all present 
of their responsibilities as Councillors in maintaining the highest conduct whilst in office as a 
representative of the Town Council and the Community. 
Cllr A. Jones thanked Cllr Pace-Avry for attending the HOWLTA AGM held in the Victoria Hall. 
Cllr James also took the opportunity of thanking Cllr Pace-Avery for stepping in to attend as Deputy 
Mayor at the Eisteddfod on the 23rd September as he was unable to attend. 

6. Appointments to Committees -the Clerk reported that appointment to Committees had been distributed 
to all Councillors with the July minutes. Copies would be posted in the surgery, on the Council 
noticeboard in the War memorial Institute and in the library. 

Action: Clerk to post the above. 
7. Anti-Social Behaviour – no incidents of anti-social behaviour have been reported  though Cllr James 

requested that contact be made with PCSO A Dix to have an update meeting. 
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Action: Clerk to contact PSCO Dix . 
8. Traffic Calming- Cllr Rowlands updated members on the Community Speed watch project. PCSO Dix 

is keen to get things moving but only one of the original six volunteers is now available . An Advert for more 
volunteers will go into the next issue of the “ Grapevine” with the aim of progressing this project forward. He 
reported that  the police cameras had caught 130 people speeding in the last eight visits. 

He enquired whether there had been any communication form Richard Morgan regarding traffic calming and 
the Clerk read out the last communication which stated that resurfacing of the A483 through town together with 
the traffic calming measures of “narrowing  the carriageway and speed limit roundel road marking s at the start of 
the speed limit” would be carried out  in this financial year. 
Action: Clerk to send copies of letters to Cllr Rowlands. 

9. Planning -Councillors had considered planning application P/2017/0911 and had returned their 
comments to the Clerk. The Clerk had submitted those comments to the planning Department at Powys. 
Concern remains regarding access via the lane as this is a walkway for children to school and the entrance to 
the flats step out onto the alleyway. Also exiting and entering the alleyway from the busy A483 Trunk Road could 
prove problematic and dangerous particularly since the volume of traffic along this road has considerably 
increase since planning permission was granted in 1989. 
Planning application P/2017/1065-proposed loading bay suitable for timber haulage was received by the Council 
on 22nd September. Members had not had the opportunity to see this application and so the Clerk will send to all 
members with a deadline for comments so that a response can be made within the 21 days. The notice of this 
application will be posted on the Board in the surgery. 
Action: Clerk to send application notice to all members so they can access the application on line. 
Clerk to post notice on board in Surgery. Cllr Jones offered to send notice via e-mail to Jen Walsby. 

10. Twinning – Cllr Pace Avery reported that she had been in contact with Meriel and Cesky Krumlov 
regarding the writing competition which will begin in January 2018 and will be for Primary School 
children written in their own language with the theme being “Friendship”. 

Since Cllr Davies was not present there were no further issues regarding the twinning other than the general 
feeling that the Twinning visit from Meriel had been a success. Further update would be forthcoming at the 
October meeting. 

11. Services 
a) Public toilets- Cllr James reported that the average revue per month was between £40 and £50. The 

“Loo of the Year” inspection team had visited the public toilets and the council would be informed of the 
standard achieved sometime in October. 

b) Dolwen Field – The fund raising for the project continues with the next development meeting scheduled 
for Wednesday 25th October. The Clerk informed members that the ROSPA report for the play area 
had been received and that currently there are no major issues but quite a few low level issues that can  
be dealt with by the caretaker. He is to have a copy of the report. The Clerk offered to send the report 
to anyone who requested it . Cllr Voss took up the offer. 
Action: clerk to send report to Cllr Voss. 

The hedge around the top of the park was raised by Cllr Pace -Avery and it was decide to contact Mr Evans with 
a view to repairing the fence along the riverside and to cut the hedge. 
Action: Clerk to contact Mr Evans for a quote. 

c) Library- there were no issue raised with regard the Library. 
d) Town Square and Green-Cllr Rowlands informed members that he had contacted Ms Walsby regarding 

Wales in Bloom. It had been suggested that a new approach was needed in managing areas of the town. Cllr 
Rowlands felt that the issue of Wales in Bloom be put on the October agenda for further discussion. 
Action: Cllr Rowlands to prepare a paper for the next meeting. 

e) Surgery -Cllr Pace -Avery reported that several attempts had been made to contact Mr A.Powell at the 
surgery with regard the use of the premises  for the weigh-in and the volunteer group but to no avail. The weigh-
in is currently operating from the library which is not ideal. 
It was requested that a letter from the Town Council be written for an update of issues that were promised at the 
last meeting -none of which appear to have happened. 
Action: Clerk to write to Mr Powell requesting a meeting for an update. 
 
Other issues raised ;  
Cllr A.  Jones -paving slab outside Victoria Hall needs attention. 
Grass cutting at the back of the Neuadd is being neglected  
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Transport – The contract had been awarded by Powys to a company in Llanidloes and the local Community 
transport were not given a chance to tender? 
Cllr Lambkin reported that the wooden bridge over the river was beginning to rot on the top. 
Cllr Pace-Avery asked who was responsible for the maintaining the path between Berthllwyd and Ty  Cae Mawr 
as it is currently being done by a local resident. 
 
 
 

12. Correspondence 
Item 3 0n agenda                Letter from Mr R Pitts planning officer  in response to letter sent regarding Maes y   

Dre and Charcroft 
Item 3 on agenda                  e-mail sent from Col Van Rees to Mark Evans re; Bromsgrove Hall rates. 

Item 3 on agenda                  Letter from Mr L Fitzpartrick (highways) in response to letter sent regarding grass 

cutting in the cemetery at Gelynos. 

                                                Another letter regarding the grass cutting at St David’s needed. 

Item 8 on agenda                  Letter from Mr R Morgan (Network management division) in response to letter sent 

regarding works on A483. 

Item 9 on Agenda                 Planning application P/2017/0911 Alterations and extension to existing 

domestic/residential garage at Victoria House. 

                                               Planning Application P/2017/1065 proposed loading bay for timber Haulage at 

Dinas Forest 

Item 11b1 on agenda           Report from Planning regarding road construction at School Road re; Dolwen Field 

project. 

Item 11b2                              ROSPA report for play equipment on Dolwen Field 

 Item 12  on agenda Correspondence 

Item 12.1                               Letter from Powys informing council that  Mr H Patrick is now the Brecknockshire 

representative on the Standards community subcommittee. 

12.2                                       Letter from Llandrindod Business Group a Council inviting a council member to 

attend a meeting on Wednesday 27th Sept to discuss Tourism and town 

Champion. 

12.3                                       e-mail from LDP Team outlining the “Matters Arising Changes” consultation . 

12.4                                       Letter from P. Tonks and from insurance brokers regarding fire safety in the wake of 

Grenfell tower disaster.                                       

12.5                                        Letters received from the following people regarding the Lofftwen Development; 

                                               Mr J Davies, Mrs J Newman, Mr R. Cronchey, 

                                               Mr M. Attridge, Mr John Manders, 

                                               Mr Trevor Sutton, Mrs Pat Dryden, Mr G Green, Mr D Thorne 

                                                e-mails from Mrs C. Pegg and J. Walsby 

12.6                                        Letter from “Asbriplanning”  -  Consultation  prior to planning application for a new 

build High school in Brecon. 

12.7                                      HOWLTA Autumn newsletter 

12.8                                       Letter from Twinning Association requesting  a grant of £200.00 
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                                              This was put before council and voted on with a show of hands . The unanimous 

decision was made to award this grant.    

12.9                                 Letter of support from “Merched y Bont” re; Dolwen field Project 

12.10                                Letter of support from the Thursday club re; Dolwen field project 

12.11                               e-mail re : Beulah Play Area 

12.12                               E-mail re: Closure of Ffos Road on Sunday 15th October  

12.13                               Letter from Builth Wells Community support   re: Community Information Fair Friday 20th 

October 

 

Cllr James thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 10.05pm 

 

Signed………………………………………. 

Date…………………………………………. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING;    WEDNESDAY 18th OCTOBER 

 

Amendments: Cllr Rowlands requested the following amendment; 

At Item 5 line 11 substitute,  “open it to the whole community in the near future” with 2invite Llandrindod Wellness 

Project officer to a subsequent meeting. 
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